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T e a c h i n g  S t y l e s
Columbia Outdoor School  of fers curr iculum based, outdoor and educat ion.  We
inspire students to be cur ious about their  connect ions to nature and place. Using
inquiry based learning methods, students wi l l  leave camp with the desire to learn
more and feel  connected to the natural  wor ld around them.

We bel ieve that some of the best learning happens outside the c lassroom. Our
program themes are focused on environmental  and outdoor educat ion,  recreat ion
ski l l  development,  and leadership.  Each program is designed to meet curr iculum
needs and invi te opt imum levels of  part ic ipat ion and chal lenge. We accompl ish th is
through fun, place based and col laborat ive learning exper iences in the outdoors!  

COLUMBIA OUTDOOR SCHOOL
SUSTAINABILITY   LEARNING   LEADERSHIP

WHAT CAMP CAN DO FOR YOUR SCHOOL
Columbia Outdoor School  is  a non-prof i t  registered char i ty that  owns and operates
Blue Lake Camp, an outdoor educat ion centre located in the Columbia Basin of
Br i t ish Columbia.

For more than 40 years,  Columbia Outdoor School  has been working with schools
to provide custom designed programs to help teachers achieve their  c lassroom
goals.

Camp creates a sense of  belonging, sel f -worth,  and accompl ishment,  and helps
students br ing those posi t ive impacts and learning back to their  c lassroom and to
their  everyday l ives.  Our custom exper ient ia l  learning programs create deep and
meaningful  connect ions between place, part ic ipant exper ience and curr iculum. 



C o m m u n i t y  B u i l d i n g  
Students wi l l  part ic ipate in team bui ld ing chal lenges and community bui ld ing in i t iat ives.
These programs are designed to faci l i tate communicat ion,  col laborat ion,  and leadership
amongst groups whi le chal lenging decis ion making and cr i t ical  th inking ski l ls .  These
exci t ing chal lenge by choice act iv i t ies encourage part ic ipants to develop trust  and
teamwork wi th their  peers,  whi le chal lenging themselves in ways they never have
before.  
The Community bui ld ing package includes the use of  our chal lenge courses,
teambui ld ing in i t iat ives,  guided ref lect ion and debr ief .  

R e c  4  l i f e
The unique sett ing of  Blue Lake provides a safe and control led environment to learn
new recreat ional  ski l ls  on land and water.  The recreat ion programs invi te indiv idual
levels of  chal lenge to the part ic ipants.  The goal  of  th is program is that  students wi l l
leave with the conf idence and passion to part ic ipate in outdoor recreat ion for l i fe.
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Visit www.reallygreatsite.com for the complete details.
For inquiries or concerns, please call (123) 456 7890 or
email hello@reallygreatsite.com.

S u r v i v a l
Students wi l l  understand the cr i t ical  th inking that needs to take place in a survival
s i tuat ion.  Students wi l l  learn how to responsibly use natural  mater ia ls in “st ick-ey”
si tuat ions.  Students wi l l  gain an appreciat ion for  the wi ld and leave with knowledge in
how to best prepare and act  in unexpected si tuat ions. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e
Students wi l l  explore the Blue Lake forest  eco-system and wi l l  cul t ivate a deeper
connect ion wi th the natural  wor ld through fun, meaningful  and col laborat ive learning
exper iences. Students wi l l  gain a greater understanding of  the local  forest  ecology and
the crucial  re lat ionships that take place between the l iv ing and non- l iv ing components of
the eco-system.

T h e  A m a z i n g  S T E M  R a c e
Since the beginning of  t ime, humankind has been in a batt le of  man vs.  the machine.
Students wi l l  embark on a race around Blue Lake Camp complet ing STEM chal lenges
along the way. This epic race requires innovat ion,  problem-solv ing, and cr i t ical  th inking
ski l ls  (and a heal thy amount of  compet i t ion).  Blue Lake is wai t ing for  you, good luck.
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C u s t o m i z a t i o n  
Columbia Outdoor School  Staf f  wi l l  work wi th you to create a customized program for
any grade level  based on the themes and goals chosen by the teacher.  
The Camp Director wi l l  organize a cal l  wi th the Lead Teacher to assess the outcomes
they would l ike for  their  students.  From there,  we wi l l  develop a custom exper ience, just
for  your group! 

I n c l u s i o n
At Columbia Outdoor school ,  we bel ieve i t 's  important for  every chi ld to be able to dip
their  paddle in and push forward, exper ience seeing the stars in the night sky l ike never
before,  and have a camp exper ience that they wi l l  remember for  a l i fet ime. Our
Inclusion Program has been designed to of fer  chi ldren with physical  and/ or
developmental  d isabi l i t ies an opportuni ty to part ic ipate in al l  of  our programs (yes, even
the ropes course!) .  In partnership wi th the booking teacher,  our team wi l l  help to adapt
the lessons to meet everyone's needs.

A c c e s s i b i l i t y  
The Salmon Lodge is fu l ly  wheelchair  accessible and can be added on to your school
booking for just  $100 per night.  Al ternat ively the Aspen cabin is the most wheelchair
f r iendly opt ion. 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
 



Our all inclusive camp experience includes meals, prepared by our Chef in the Dining
Hall. Your group will stay in our cabins with bunk beds and wood burning stoves for winter
stays. Our deluxe wash house has hot water, private showers, private bathrooms and
heated ceramic tile floors.

CAMP FACILITIES 

CABINS
Our cabins accommodate up to 96 people in cooler months (wood stoves in cabins) and
138 in the warmer months (without woods stove in cabins). 
Dormitory style bunk beds 
Anti-bacterial hypo-allergenic mattresses
Storage cubbies
Wood stove, firewood
Fire starting supplies, fire safety equipment

 

AMENITIES
Commercial Kitchen and Chef
Potable Water
Dining Hall with a total capacity of 135 People
First Aid Building
Gazebo and Picnic Area
AV equipment
Campfire Pit with Bench Seating 
Educational Trail System 
Waterfront with swimming area, canoes, and docks
Parking

IMPORTANT CABIN INFO: 
Log cabins with wood stoves:
Aspen, Pine, Juniper, Cedar,
Hemlock, Alder, Larch, Maple
Willow 

Log cabins without wood stoves:
Spruce

Tent cabins without wood stoves:
Birch, Cottonwood, Fir, Dogwood

NO WOOD STOVE

Legend

gravel road

foot path



CAMP FACILITIES



SAFETY AND CERTIFICATION

s a f e t y  
Columbia Outdoor School  is commit ted to ensur ing your group's safety.  Our physical
s i te is inspected before each program to ensure that the area is safe.  
A Li feguard (seasonal)  and/or First  Aid Attendant are also included in the Al l  Inclusive
Program Package. 

Our High and Low Ropes Courses are inspected dai ly and meet or exceed the
Associat ion of  Chal lenge Course Technology safety standards. Al l  Columbia Outdoor
School  Staf f  have received extensive training and cert i f icat ion to safely faci l i tate al l  our
program elements.  Our staf f  are t rained to adapt programming for al l  levels of  abi l i ty .

Our Chef can meet any dietary needs your students may have. We can accommodate
everyone's food al lergies and sensi t iv i t ies.  Blue Lake Camp is also a nut f ree faci l i ty .

Your booking wi l l  start  wi th an or ientat ion of  our centre.  Our phi losophies,  rules and
emergency procedures wi l l  be explained and part ic ipants wi l l  have t ime to ask any
quest ions they might have.

C e r t i f i c a t i o n s
Columbia Outdoor School  is the only Outdoor Educat ion Centre in the Columbia Basin
that is Registered with HIGH FIVE. This means that a minimum of 90% of our ent i re
staf f  team are cert i f ied wi th HIGH FIVE's Pr incipals of  Heal thy Chi ldhood Development.
We use their  Evaluat ion Tool  Quest 2 to evaluate al l  of  our programs to ensure they are
chi ld centered and encourage heal thy development.  



Monday to Wednesday (2.5 days)
Wednesday to Fr iday (2.5 days)
Fr iday to Sunday (2.5 days)
Monday to Fr iday (4.5 days)

b o o k i n g  y o u r  s c h o o l  g r o u p
During our peak season (May through October)  we of fer  the fol lowing stay opt ions:

During our shoulder season we can accommodate al ternat ive lengths of  stay.

A l l  I n c l u s i v e  p a c k a g e :  P r e  t a x  p r i c e
Package includes: Meals,  Programming and Accommodat ion.  We customize each
booking to ensure the highest qual i ty programming.
 

Custom quotes can be provided for al ternat ive booking preferences.  

Our two night schedule is bui l t  to opt imal ly handle a maximum of 60 students
part ic ipat ing in the High Ropes and/or Canoeing programs (Community Bui ld ing and Rec
4 Li fe) .  This can be adapted upon request to accommodate more students wi th a
modif ied schedule.  Al l  other programs can accommodate up to 80 students for  a two
night stay.  

For a fu l l  week stay (4.5 days) you can choose up to two curr iculum themes. A ful l
weeks stay can accommodate our fu l l  camp size for any of  our program opt ions. 

Contact  us direct ly i f  you have more than 80 students at tending for a two night stay so
we can work wi th you to adapt the schedule to accommodate your groups needs. 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
PROGRAM PACKAGES

 

CHECK OUT OUR SAMPLE SCHEDULE ON THE NEXT PAGE



Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Breakfast
Breakfast +

Duties
Breakfast

Super Duties
and Camp Store 

Program Block
Super Duties

and Camp Store

Departure Free Time Departure

Time Monday Tuesday 

8:30  
Breakfast +

Duties

10:00  Program Block

12:00 Arrival Free Time

12:30 Lunch + Duties
Packed lunch +

Camp Tour

1:30 Program Block Program Block 

3:30
Program Block

Con't 
Program Block

Con't

4:30 Free Time Free Time

Lunch + Duties Lunch + Duties  

Program Block Program Block  

Program Block
Con't

Program Block
Con't

 

Free Time Free Time  

5:30 Dinner + Duties Dinner + Duties

7:00
Large Group

Game
Large Group

Game

8:00 Campfire Campfire

   

Dinner + Duties Dinner + Duties  

Kazaam Prep
Large Group

Game
 

Kazaam (Talent
Show)

Campfire  

   

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
ALL INCLUSIVE PROGRAM

SAMPLE SCHEDULE

Schools
attending for
the full week
will have a

Wednesday
morning

schedule that
is the same as
Tuesday and

Thursday 



One DayHalf Day Two Nights Four Nights

The Amazing
STEM RaceRec 4 Life

Contact us! We are
happy to make a
Custom Option.

Environmental
Science

Community
Building

We'll see you at Blue
Lake Camp!

Build Your Adventure!
School: 

Lead Teacher: 

Grade(s): 

Lead Teacher Phone: 

Lead Teacher E-mail: 

We would like to come for:

A Different Option

Great! We'll come to you! 
OR 

We can choose an awesome
space to meet in your community.

See our Community
Programs Package

Pick ONE of the
following Themes

Survival

See our Camp
Programs Package

Pick ONE of the
following Themes

Pick up to TWO of
the following

Themes

Estimated Number of Students: 

Estimated Number of Chaperons: 
Inclusion: I would like to talk to someone
about our students with special needs:
Not Applicable          Yes, please call me.

LEAD TEACHER CHECKLIST
Contract and Deposit- Your requested program dates are not secured until we have received your signed use
agreement and first deposit.
Fill out this flow chart and return to office.
Camp Direction will schedule a call with you to customize your experience. 
Camp Director will send you your schedule.
Separate students into groups. One group per program block. Max of 20 per group. 
Organize chaperons (one chaperon per program block minimum).
Organize your Duty Groups. (one chaperon per duty group minimum).
Distribute packing list, health form and waivers to participants.
Organize your group into their cabin placements (see cabin placement form).
Plan your transportation.
Schedule a parent presentation (optional) We may be able to attend virtually if requested. 

3 Weeks Out:
Send final numbers of students and chaperons.
Send in all dietary requirements for your group.

1 Day Out:
Remind students and chaperons to pack a bagged lunch to bring with them.
Check to make sure you have received everyone's health and waiver forms to hand into Camp Director at
check in.

Dates On Site: 



BLUE LAKE CAMP
CAMP PROGRAMS      EDUCATION     FACILITY RENTALS

SUMMER CAMPDRY GRAD

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS THE SALMON LODGE

PRO D'S & STAFF  RETREATS WEDDINGS & REUNIONS

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK:
COLUMBIAOUTDOORSCHOOL.COM

 
INFO@COLUMBIAOUTDOORSCHOOL.COM

 
250-426-3676


